FACT SHEET
DI SCHARGES ASSCCI ATED W TH SEAFOOD PROCESSI NG
GENERAL DI SCHARGE PERM T NO. 0O0SE
GENERAL NPDES PERM T NO. MDG52

General permts are discharge pernmts issued for classes of
di scharges. These discharges are generally the result of a
particul ar operation or treatnent process and are very simlar
in effluent characteristics. Each general permt provides
effluent limtations and conditions that the dischargers nust
neet, and is subject to the same enforcenent actions as

i ndi vi dual discharge permts. GCeneral permts inprove the
efficiency of the Maryl and Department of the Environnent in
issuing permts to cover certain types of discharges and at
the same time provide service to the regulated community by
reducing the time necessary to obtain a permt.

This general permt has been devel oped to address a variety of
wast ewat er di scharges associated with small operations that
process crabs, oysters, fish, clans, and other seafood. Both
federal (40 CFR 122) and State (COMAR 26.08.04) regul ations
require discharge permts for nost of these facilities.
Specifically, State regulations require that all discharges of
wast es or wastewaters regardless of volume shall be

aut hori zed by a discharge permt. This includes discharges to
surface or ground waters. Federal regulations address

di scharges to surface waters only.

Until now, the Departnent has fulfilled this permtting
obligation by neans of individual permts. Because the

di scharges from nost small|l seaf ood processors are sim|ar and
have been controll ed by al nost identical permt conditions,
this class of discharge is appropriate for coverage under a
general permt.

This permt authorizes the discharge of process wastewater,
storm wat er, and m scel | aneous cl ean wat er di scharges.

Regul ation of all process water and sone stormwater is
required by the above-nentioned regul ati ons. These effluents
often have the potential to cause localized problens in the
receiving waters. In addition, regardl ess of inpact, these
regul ations require quality control of all wastewaters by the
best available treatnment or pollution prevention technol ogy.

This permt does not address npbst crab sheddi ng operations,
because these involve no introduction of pollutants to State
wat er s.

The permt regul ates the discharge of fecal coliform tota
residual chlorine, and | arge suspended solids in all



di scharges. The fecal coliformlimts are necessary because
such wastewaters normally exhibit high bacterial |evels when
di scharging to waters protected for harvesting of shellfish

Hi gh bacterial levels in shellfish waters result in

prohi bitions on shellfish harvesting. Total residual chlorine
is regulated to conply with a Maryland | aw prohibiting,
because of its extreme toxicity to aquatic life, the discharge
of chlorine into State waters. A general requirenent for
screening large solids was chosen over additional treatnent

t echnol ogi es, where possible. This requirenment will prevent
pol lutants that can cause such localized problenms in the
receiving waters as high turbidity, sedinent deposition,
oxygen depl etion, eutrophication, and aquatic toxicity (from
anmoni a) .

The permt contains discharge Iimtations for the foll ow ng
seaf ood processors:

1. Blue Crab, Large Facilities which existed prior to
Decenmber 1, 1975, and which process blue crab fromnmore than
3000 pounds of raw material on any day;

2. Bl ue Crab, New Sources which were constructed after
Decenmber 1, 1975, and which process bl ue crab;

3. Oyster, Large Facilities which existed prior to July 1,
1986 and whi ch hand-shucked nore than 1000 pounds of oysters
on any day;

4. Oyster, New Sources which were constructed after July 1
1986, and which processes oysters; and

6. O her Seafood Di scharges.

For large crab processors and for newer and | arge oyster
facilities, total suspended solids and oil and grease are
limted based upon the anmount of seafood handled to prevent
oxygen depletion and excess solids in the receiving waters.
For newer crab processing operations, these paraneters and
BODs are limted to prevent high turbidity, sedinment
deposition, oxygen depletion, eutrophication, and aquatic
toxicity (from ammoni a).

In summary, which seafood processing facilities need a

di scharge permt? Those facilities with discharges of any
gquantity of process water (usually plant, product, and

equi pnment cl eaning water, retort bl owdown, boiler bl owdown,
storage room drainage); facilities with storm water runoff
associated with this industrial activity; and facilities with
over 10,000 gallons per day, as a nonthly average, of any

cl ean wat er di scharges.

A copy of the entire general permt is available to any person
who desires to review the details of its ternms and conditions.
A copy may be obtained fromthe Industrial Pernmts Division,



Wast ewat er Di scharge Permt Program Maryl and Departnent of
t he Environment, 1800 Washi ngton Blvd., Baltinore Maryl and
21230. The phone number is (410) 537-3323.



